
Effective S1 2016 Reformat Senate App 29 Jun 2016 

 

Module code AN-4302  

Module Title The Literature of America’s Minorities 

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (English Studies)  

Type of Module Major Option / Breadth 

Modular Credits 4 Total student workload  8 hours/week 

Contact hours               4 hours/week 

Prerequisite AN-1203 Introduction to English Literature 

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 
To offer an in-depth study of the literature of America’s minorities, which may include the short stories, 
poems and novels by Native Americans, African Americans, Asian Americans, Latin Americans as well as 
Jewish Americans. With specific socio-historical contexts and literary emergence of each minority group, the 
module provides key methodological approaches to read raced and gendered subjectivities. Thus, non-
hegemonic narratives within literary discourse are considered. 
 

Learning Outcomes:  
On successful completion of this module, a student will be expected to be able to: 
 

Lower order : 10% - Understand the narratives of primary texts and their contexts 
- Recall quotes from these texts to defend an argument 

Middle order :  10% - Analyse the literary methods and narrative techniques 
- Apply secondary readings to the personal responses of primary texts 
- Apply theories and concepts in writing essays 

Higher order: 80% - Interpret the effectiveness of primary texts as ‘resistance literature’ 
- Evaluate the use of literary techniques for the development of themes 
- Synthesise secondary criticism and analyses to present a cogent argument in essays 
- Work independently and collaboratively in a team 

Module Contents 
- The study of concepts of the ‘minority’, including the social practices of oppression, exclusion and 
segregation that alienate groups of individuals. 
- The ideologies of resistance, assimilation and subversion in the process of identification. 
-  Identity formation in oral story-telling, myth-making and customary traditions. 
- Related theories to minority studies such as racial trauma, melancholia and acculturation. 
 

Assessment Formative assessment Regular essay surgeries will present opportunities for 
formative feedback to students, so they are able to sharpen 
their close reading and writing skills for an improved grade. 
 

Summative assessment Examination: 0% 
 

Coursework:  100%            
- 2 research essays     (60%) 
- 2 oral presentations and defence    ( 40%)   

 

 

 


